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Note for Parents and Teachers
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This colour-in book is a simple educational tool
to be used by parents and teachers. It can be
used to educate primary school students on the
importance of Saving Water.
It is designed so parents, teachers and students
can interact throughout the book and work
together in the learning process. The colouringin activities and word puzzle should be used
to reinforce the message of saving water by
allowing students to interact with the story.
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The Clean and Green Gang
Discover Ways to Save Water

Illustrations by: Mick Tate
Written and produced by
Impact Environmental Consulting Pty Ltd
www.impactenviro.com.au
© Impact Environmental Consulting (2006)
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Mollie Mullet was worried. She had been
noticing for several weeks that the water
in Freshwater Creek was dropping.
For some reason the water was being
sucked out of her favourite creek!

SA

At times like this she needed the expert
brain of Ozzie Owl to solve the problem.
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“Ozzie,” said Mollie, “there is less water in
Freshwater Creek and I am worried that
soon I will have nowhere to swim!”
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“Really?” replied Ozzie, “that sounds
serious, so I had better investigate – I will
fly to have a look right away!”
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Ozzie flew over the creek and found
that Mollie was right. As he flew down
to investigate he heard a low thumping
noise…it was coming from a building
located next to the creek…the pumps in
the building were sucking the creek dry!
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Ozzie raced back to meet with Mollie.
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By that time Penny Pelican and Peter
Possum were also there, interested in
what Ozzie had found.
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“I think the humans are sucking their
water out of Freshwater Creek because
there has been no rain,” began Ozzie.
“They are using more of our water!”
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“We must do something” said Penny, “or
else the aquatic life might die…we all
might die!”
“I have an idea!” exclaimed Peter.
The friends gathered around to hear
what Peter had to say.
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“We need to get the humans to use less
water,” said Peter. “So why don’t we paint
some signs and I will hang them in the
trees in Town Park.”
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“That’s a great idea,” said Mollie, “I know
two humans who play in the park – they
will help us get the message out to save
our water!”
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So the next day the animal friends
gathered together to make the new
signs.

There were big signs, little signs,
colourful signs and even pictures that
showed the creek with no water left in it.
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When they were finished Peter said
proudly, “Tonight I will hang these signs.”
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“With our help!” exclaimed Penny and
Ozzie.
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The following day, two friends named
Brooke and Jackson were walking
through Town Park when they noticed
the signs in the trees.

“Wow!” exclaimed Brooke, “look at all
these messages about how we need to
save water.”
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“Well I think they are right,” replied
Jackson, “we should take these messages
to the Council, we can’t let Freshwater
Creek run dry!”
Brooke and Jackson took the signs to the
Council and showed them to the Mayor,
who was shocked.
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“Mr Mayor,” said Brooke, “we need to
save water so we don’t pump the creek
dry!”
“My friend and I would like to help our
community.”
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“That’s great,” replied the Mayor “why
don’t you two visit all our schools
and show them these posters – our
community needs to know this
message!”

“We will start right away,” said Jackson
enthusiastically.
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The two friends began taking their
message on saving water to all the
schools.
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“We can stop leaking taps…have shorter
showers…turn the tap off when we
brush our teeth…and even reuse the
rinse water from the washing machine
and put it on the garden,” said Brooke.
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The school children had lots of ideas as
well, and best of all, the children took the
message home to their parents.
The Council reviewed lots of ideas on
ways to save and recycle water.
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After a short while the water saving
programs started to work. The people in
the town were using less water.
“This is a great result,” said the Mayor, “but
we must continue…we are going to
offer a reward for other ideas on how we
can reuse or save water!”
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Ozzie and his friends were very happy
because there was more water in
Freshwater Creek and less water was
being used by the townspeople.
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They had also heard about the Mayor’s
reward competition so they met to
discuss more ideas for water saving.
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“The Council can reuse treated sewerage
water for watering ovals!” said Ozzie,
“or get people to use water tanks that
store rainwater falling on their roof!” said
Penny.
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“We will give our ideas to the children,
Jackson and Brooke!” exclaimed Peter.

In only a few months the whole
community had worked together to
save water. Lots of people won prizes
for their water saving ideas, including
Jackson and Brooke, whose idea was
for the Council to give everyone $100
towards buying a new water tank.
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The Mayor and Councillors were so
impressed with the work done by Ozzie,
Penny, Peter and Mollie, and Brooke and
Jackson, they became known as the
Clean and Green Gang!
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Some time later the Council were so
pleased with how much water had
been saved that they built a water park,
complete with water slides and a big
swimming pool, for everyone to enjoy.
Of course, the water used in the water
park was filtered and reused!
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But those who benefited most from
more water being saved were the
animals who lived in and around
Freshwater Creek.
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Mollie Mullet had expanded her family
and there were lots of new birds, fish and
plant life in the area.
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Ozzie and his Clean and Green Gang
had done it again – they had helped
the humans to save the environment,
which of course helped them as well!
To the Clean and Green Gang ...
Thanks for showing us how to save
water!
THE END
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WORD PUZZLE
Can you answer the following questions in the
word puzzle on the next page?
Good luck!
ACROSS

DOWN

4. Ozzie, Peter, Penny & Mollie, &
Jackson & Brooke are The Clean &
Green _ _ _ _ (p19)

2. A water _ _ _ _ was built with the
water that was saved (p19)
5. What is the Pelican’s name? (p5)
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7. Penny’s idea was to get people to
use water _ _ _ _ _ (p17)

1. Who is the girl who was walking
through the park? (p9)
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3. The signs were hung in the
_ _ _ _ _ in Town Park (p7)

8. You can save water by stopping
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ taps (p15)

9. Another way of saving water is to
_ _ _ _ _ it and put it on the garden
(p15)
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10. Because there had been no
_ _ _ _ the humans were using more
water (p5)
11. Jackson & Brooke wanted to help
the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (p11)
14. Who lives in Freshwater Creek?
_ _ _ _ _ _ (p1)
15. Best of all the school
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ took the message
home to their parents. (p15)
16. The message on one of the signs
was to use less _ _ _ _ _ (p10)

17. What type of animal is Ozzie? (p1)

6. Ozzie & The Clean & Green Gang
helped save the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
(p21)
9. The Council reviewed lots of ideas
on ways to save and _ _ _ _ _ _ _
water (P15)
12. Those who benefited most were
the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ who lived in and
around the Creek (p21)
13. What did The Clean & Green Gang
make and hang in Town Park? (p7)
14. Jackson & Brooke took the signs
and showed them to the _ _ _ _ _
(p11)

WAYS TO SAVE WATER

WORD PUZZLE
The Clean and Green Gang
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Answers
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The Clean and Green Gang
help save the environment
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5 cents from the sale of this book during 2008 will be donated
to WaterAid Australia, who support the provision of safe
domestic water, sanitation and hygiene education to the
world’s poorest people - www.wateraid.org.au
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Please recycle the paper in this book when you are ﬁnished with it!

