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Note for Parents and Teachers

This colour-in book is a simple educational tool 
to be used by parents and teachers. It is useful 
in the education of Primary aged children on 
the importance of better managing our organic 
wastes by composting.

The book is designed so that parents, teachers 
and students can interact and work together 
in the learning process. The colour-in activities 
and word puzzle can be used to reinforce the 
message of composting by allowing the reader 
to be engaged with the story.

Happy Reading!

This book belongs  to.......................................................................

Class....................................................................................................

School.................................................................................................
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The Clean and Green Gang  
Discover Composting
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Mollie Mullet had noticed a change in 

the riverbank. 

She swam over for a closer look. There 

was grass, branches, leaves and waste 

thrown everywhere – it was such a mess! 

As Mollie was looking, a car carrying 

more rubbish pulled up. The person got 

out and started throwing their rubbish 

on the riverbank. 

“So that’s where it comes from,” thought 

Mollie. “Humans are dumping this waste 

on our riverbank….I must tell my friends.”
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Mollie quickly swam to see her friend 

Penny Pelican.

“Penny,” she said, “we have a problem 

with our environment…people are 

dumping waste on our riverbank.”  

 “Oh no,” replied Penny, “we need to get 

the gang together to see what we can 

do…I will fly straight away to find Peter 

Possum and Ozzie Owl.”  

So with that, Penny stretched her long 

wings and took off into the sky.
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Soon the friends arrived at the dumping 

ground on the riverbank. 

“This is a real mess,” said Peter Possum, 

“much worse than I had imagined.”  

“I know some of the other fish are 

getting sick from it,” said Mollie, “as some 

liquid from the rubbish pile runs into 

the creek.  We must find a way to fix this 

problem.” 

The friends looked to Ozzie who always 

had great ideas.
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“Well…..” started Ozzie slowly, “we need 

to show the humans a better way to deal 

with this waste. If you look closely, most 

of this is organics.” 

“What’s organics?” asked Peter.

“It’s waste like grass, leaves, food…. 

natural things that can be composted 

and be useful,” replied Ozzie.

“Could we eat some?” asked Peter, licking 

his lips. 

“No,” replied Ozzie. ” I have a better idea, 

so gather round!” 
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“We can take out the organic waste and 

compost it,” said Ozzie. 

“Wow,” gasped Mollie, “that sounds 

good…but what is composting?” 

“Its’ simple,” said Ozzie, “composting 

happens when organic material breaks 

down and turns into a type of natural 

fertilizer that can be used on gardens to 

help the soil.” 

”There are lots of different ways to 

compost. We are going to use three 

of them right here to encourage the 

humans to do better things with their 

organics. Lets get started.”
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The next day, the animals worked 

hard together, separating the organic 

materials from the waste. 

“We will start with open heap 

composting.  We need to put it away 

from the creek to avoid any runoff,” said 

Ozzie. “Next we will use these old drums 

for enclosed composting. Then our 

worm friends will be invited to do their 

job by eating some of the food waste.” 

By the end of the day the gang had put 

the organic waste into the three systems 

– open heap, enclosed and worm 

composting. 

“Well done,” congratulated Ozzie. “But 

tomorrow we will need to work out a 

way to water the open heap compost 

piles.”

“I have an idea,” said Penny, “so lets gather 

here at daybreak tomorrow!”
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The next morning, all of the gang except 

Penny had gathered at the composting 

site. 

“Where’s Penny?” asked Peter.

“Look up in the sky,” replied Mollie, “Penny 

has brought some friends along.” 

With a loud swoosh, Penny and three of 

her pelican friends landed. They waddled 

over to the open heap compost pile 

and began adding water that they had 

stored in their huge beaks.

“What a great idea,” said Ozzie. “Flying 

water carriers!”

The composting site was looking great, 

although one more thing was needed.
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Peter Possum had made a sign which 

said, ‘Mollie’s Creek Composting Site. Add 

your organics here instead of throwing 

them away!’ 

Peter hung it up in a tree and all the 

gang gathered round. 

“Alright,” said Ozzie, “we have started 

the job, now lets see if the humans can 

follow it through.”
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The humans began to put their organic 

material into the areas that the animals 

had organised.

Soon, the humans began to do the 

composting themselves, and slowly but 

surely the rubbish dumping on Mollie’s 

Creek stopped.

“I think they are learning how to 

compost,” said Ozzie, “soon it will be 

ready to use to help the soil in gardens.” 
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One day soon after, two friends, Brooke 

and Jackson, were walking along 

the riverbank when they noticed the 

composting site.

”Wow!  What a cool idea,” said Brooke. 

“This used to be a rubbish dump but 

now it’s a composting site.” 

They liked it so much that they put 

up a big sign that said, ‘Community 

Composting Program’ and even started 

selling the finished compost in bags for 

people to use in their gardens!
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The Clean and Green Gang had another 

success.

The Community Composting site soon 

had Community Gardens next to it. 

School children and residents visited 

‘Mollie’s Creek Composting Site and 

Community Gardens’ and eventually 

the Council started composting there 

themselves. 

“This is a great achievement,” claimed the 

local Mayor, “but who is Mollie’s Creek 

named after?”

Only the Clean and Green Gang knew 

the answer to that! 

THE END
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WORD PUZZLE 
 
Answer the following questions in the puzzle.  
When you have finished, the highlighted letters 
will spell the answer to the riddle.  Good luck!

1. The Community Composting site soon had Community _ _ _ _ _ _ _ next to  
    it (p21) 

2. They put up a big sign that said _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Composting Program (p19)

3. _ _ _ _ _ _ are dumping this waste on our riverbank (p1)

4. Next we will use these old drums for _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ composting (p11)

5. Then our _ _ _ _ friends will be invited to do their job (p11)

6. Mollie Mullet had noticed a change in the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (p1) 

7. We will start with _ _ _ _ heap composting (p11)

8. It’s waste like grass, leaves, food ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ things that can break down  
    and be useful (p7)

9. If you look closely, most of this waste is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  (p7)

10. One day soon after, two friends, _ _ _ _ _ _ and Jackson, were walking  
      along the riverbank (p19)

11. “Penny”, she said, “we have a problem with our _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (p3) 

12. Mollie quickly swam to meet her friend _ _ _ _ _ Pelican (p3)

13. As _ _ _ _ _ _ was looking, a car carrying more rubbish pulled up (p1)

14. One day soon after, two friends, Brooke and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , were walking  
      along the riverbank (p19)

15. “This is a real mess,” said _ _ _ _ _ Possum (p5)

16. “What a great idea,” said _ _ _ _ _ , “flying water carriers” (p13)

17. The Clean and _ _ _ _ _ Gang had another success (p21)

18. Peter hung it up in a tree and all the _ _ _ _ gathered round (p15)
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The Clean and Green Gang 

DISCOVER COMPOSTING

WORD PUZZLE

 

gardens
community

humans
enclosed

worm
riverbank
open

natural
organis c

brooke
environment

penny
mollie

jackson
peter

ozzie
green

gang

Answers

What did The Clean and Green Gang do?
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The Clean and Green Gang  
help save the environment

PENNY PELICANBROOKEJACKSON

OZZIE OWL PETER POSSUM MOLLIE MULLET

Please recycle the paper in this book when you are finished with it!

Other books in this series
“The Clean & Green Gang Discovers Recycling”

“The Clean & Green Gang Discover Ways to Save Water”
“The Clean & Green Gang Tackle Climate Change”

Visit our website www.impactenviro.com.au for more detailsSAMPLE


