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Improvements in Kerbside Recycling

• Reduced residual bin sizes

• More wide spread greenwaste collections

• Less varied bin configurations

• Wider range of materials for recycling
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Opportunities for Improvement

• 20% in residual bin that can be recycled

• Poor performing bin systems still being used

• Need to remove contaminants from bins - if 
AWT is to be effective (e.g car batteries)

• Systems need to be uniform and consistent –
inconsistency leads to user confusion about 
what is recyclable

• Tendency to go for lowest cost municipal 
waste management contracts

Macarthur Councils Contract
• Camden, Campbelltown, Wingecarribee and 

Wollondilly

• Population of 297,000 people

• 94,000 collection services

• 105,000 tonnes of domestic waste and 
resource material
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Macarthur Councils Contract Cont..

• 70% of residual waste diverted

• 30,000 tonnes organics processed per annum

• 30,000 tonnes recyclables sorted per annum

Macarthur Councils Contract Cont..

• 90,000 tonnes household waste diverted from 
landfill

• Green energy to power 2,500 homes

• 19,000 tonnes recyclables recovered

• 10,000 tonnes fertiliser recovered

• 11,700 kilolitres of treated water recovered 
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New Initiatives

• City and Country Environmental Restoration 
Program (Nov 2005)

• The Urban Sustainability Grants

• Performance Payments to Greater Sydney 
Metropolitan Councils

New Initiatives (cont…)

• Increased enforcement and materials from 
DEC

• Continuing with a suite of waste programs
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Tools to Support Councils

Preferred practice kerbside resource 
recovery kit

• Best system – separate bin for garbage & paper & 
container recyclables or mixed recyclables in 240L 
bin (collected fortnightly).

• 240L mobile bin collected fortnightly is best for 
Councils with high garden organics.

• Tied & bundled collection (4/year) for Councils with 
less than 175 kilos per year.

Increasing Markets for Recycled Organics
Council parks and gardens program
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Increasing Markets for Recycled Organics
Council parks and gardens program

Application of 
compost top 
dressing Grey 
Gums Oval, 
December 2005

Application of 
compost top 
dressing Grey 
Gums Oval, 
December 2005

Organics Recycling Study

• Food Organic Materials = 29% Total Waste 
Stream

• Garden + Food Organic Materials = 58 % Total 
Waste Stream

• Assessment of Co-collected Domestic Food 
and Garden Organics study due mid 2006
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Model Contracts

• Model Waste and Recycling Collection 
Contract

• A complete tendering package

• Flexible and Outcomes focused

Recycling Calculator

• An excel based tool that provides a tangible 
measure of environment benefits of kerbside 
recycling

• Demonstrates the energy, water and 
greenhouse savings resulting from recycling

• New added feature calculates landfill space 
savings
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Priority Statement 2005-06

New Statement released March 2006

Major sectors listed in the report include 
computers, mobile phones, office paper, paint 
plastic bags, televisions and tyres.

Regulations to catch “free-riders”

Market Improvements
RTA – Roadside Landscaping

October 2004: Compost applied and 
planting started

October 2004: Compost applied and 
planting started
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RTA – Roadside Landscaping
February 2006: 17 months after 

construction

February 2006: 17 months after 
construction

Council commercial recycling project
A pilot project to test the feasibility of commercial 
recycling by local Councils to expand resource 
recovery services to small to medium businesses.

Eco Buy program with LGSA
Extension of the previous program with a wider 
environment focus.

Integrated Contamination Management for Recycling 
and Organics
A series of case studies on how Council’s handle the 
contamination issue. The aim is to build capacity 
within Councils to tackle contamination in Municipal 
kerbside collected organics and dry recyclables 
destined for composting or reprocessing.
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“Dumping. It’s Dumb”


