
1

Multi Unit Dwelling Illegal DumpingMulti Unit Dwelling Illegal Dumping

‘Dumping. It’s dumb’ Resource Kit‘Dumping. It’s dumb’ Resource Kit

John Harley
Manager, Local Government

Sustainability Programs Division

• Introduction;

• The process;

• Background research;

• The ‘Dumping. It’s dumb’ resource 
kit;

• The future.

What can you expect …..What can you expect …..
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• Reducing the incidence of illegal 
dumping is one of the key outcome 
areas of the NSW WARR Strategy;

• Councils have indicated a particular 
problem with illegal dumping in and 
around multi-unit dwellings;

• There is a need for a more structured 
approach to this problem.

Introduction …..Introduction …..

• Background research to 
inform the process;

• Stakeholder workshop to 
discuss the findings;

• Expert reference panel;

• Development of initial 
concept;

• Pilot to test the concept;

• Development of the final kit.

The Process …..The Process …..
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• Illegal dumping 
survey of Local 
Government;

• An assessment of 
attitudes and 
behaviours of MUD 
residents;

• Visual assessment 
of illegal dumping 
around MUDs. 

The research …..The research …..

• 95% of urban councils indicated that 
illegal dumping is a significant problem;

• 89% of MUD residents suggested a need 
for more education and information;

• Of the total costs of illegal dumping 
councils typically spend 90% on clean up 
and enforcement and only 6% on 
education.

Some research highlights …..Some research highlights …..
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• Overall MUD residents don’t view illegal dumping 
of household items as a priority issue;

• Most recognise that it occurs but don’t consider it 
wrong or illegal;

• It has become an easy disposal option and 
council collects it anyway;

• The general consensus is that fines aren’t 
imposed for this activity.

Some more research highlights …..Some more research highlights …..

• Four levels of action identified from the 
research:

Increased education / awareness;

Make it easy to dispose of unwanted 
items;

Influence and change attitudes;

Enforce / reinforce dumping is wrong.

• Formation of the Reference Panel.

Towards an initial concept …..Towards an initial concept …..
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• Multi Unit Dwelling (MUD) 
illegal dumping 
prevention Council 
resource kit developed;

• ‘Dumping. It’s dumb’ 
because you’re trashing 
where you live theme.

Enter ‘Dumping. It’s Dumb’ …..Enter ‘Dumping. It’s Dumb’ …..

• Is a comprehensive 
program development 
kit;

• Includes:
Background to illegal 
dumping around MUDs;

Eight steps towards 
illegal dumping 
prevention;

Campaign materials;

Other helpful resources.

The Council resource kit …..The Council resource kit …..



6

• Analyse the problem;

• Determine achievements;

• Who are your dumpers;

• Who are your stakeholders;

• Plan your budget;

• Choose your tools;

• Develop an action plan;

• Is your program working.

Eight steps toward illegal dumping Eight steps toward illegal dumping 
prevention …..prevention …..

• Provided in English and the 
top eight languages;

• All campaign materials 
provided on CD;

• Unlocked sections to add:
Cleanup and collection service 
information;

Waste disposal locations;

Council logo;

Council contact information.

• Includes technical guidelines.

Campaign materials …..Campaign materials …..


