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Conference Registration & Coffee

Welcome & Introduction from the Chair:
Craig Mathisen, Regional Director - South
East Region, QLD Department of Primary
Industries and Fisheries

Welcome to Country

Conference Opening: Cr Rob Drew,
Mayor, Port Macquarie-Hastings Council

Setting the Scene - Are we looking for
growth in all of the wrong places? A
practical way forward: Dr Roy Powell,
Executive Chairman, Centre for
Agricultural and Regional Economics

Questions and Discussion

The Broader Context - Why do some
regions prosper while others decline?
What are the attributes of successful
communities and firms: Dr Phil Burgess,
Group Managing Director, Public Policy
and Communications, Telstra

Questions and Discussion
Morning Tea

Capacity building and developing regional
economies - the role universities can play
in business development: Nick Saunders
MD, Vice Chancellor & President,
University of Newcastle

Questions and Discussion

How to win the support of the major
corporates for business development
programs through their Corporate and
Social Responsibilities: Graham Paterson,
Head of Corporate Responsibility &
Sustainability, Westpac

Questions and Discussion

Lunch

6:00-7:30pm  Welcome Reception, Early Registration & Exhibition Preview
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Australian Regional Economies Conference 2007

Building Economies from Within - Australia's first conference on economic gardening!
Port Panthers - Port Macquarie NSW - 3-4 May 2007

REGIONAL

CONFERENCE 2007

Business Hypothetical

This session will reveal the factors behind
the success of some outstanding regional
businesses. What has worked, why, and
what additional support structures should
have been present to achieve even
greater levels of success? Featuring:

e Scone Kitchens - Peter White,
Managing Director

e Namoi Valley Brickworks, Gunnedah -
Michael Broekmann

e Comet Windmills Australia, Macksville
- Melissa Fitzgerald, Marketing Mngr

e Coast 2 Coast Sports, Port Macquarie
- John Davidson

e Edalive, Armidale - Graham East,
Managing Director & CEO

e Arcoessence Architects, Beechwood -
Craig Pattinson, Principal & Nominated
Architect

e FEvolution Trailers, Nambucca - Daniel
Rodgers

e Moisture Cure, Port Macquarie - Bob
Knuckey, Director

o Kirfield Limited, Bayswater - lan
Watson

The last word will be given to Dr Phil
Burgess to wrap up the issues and
solutions!

Afternoon Tea

Business Forum - Identifying and
Overcoming the Barriers

This session will provide delegates with
an opportunity to have their say, and pose
guestions or theories to other attendees
and the Business Hypothetical Panellists,
including Dr Phil Burgess, Dr John Keniry,
Chris Gibbons and Dr Roy Powell.

Close of Day One
Pre-Dinner Drinks in the Exhibition Area

Conference Dinner in Pier One waterside
restaurant
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TAFE:

HUNTER INBTITUTE

Business support for community
development: Ray Chappell, NSW/ACT
State Community Enterprise Manager,
Bendigo Bank

Business collaboration case study: Collin
Brady, Senior Community Enterprise
Manager, Bendigo Bank

Questions and Discussion
Lunch

Program Development Workshop - A
Challenge For All!

The challenge will be to design a program
to support and grow existing businesses!
Scenarios will include ‘high growth
coastal’, ‘regional growth centre’, ‘western
rural’ and ‘metropolitan peripheral’ areas,
with the unique constraints and
opportunities of each to be explored.

Afternoon Tea

Workshop Outcomes and Discussion:
Group Speakers and Panellists

Each group from the Program
Development Workshop will report on the
solutions found, followed by questions
and a panel discussion of their relative
merits and unique features.

Pulling Together the Pieces: Dr Roy
Powell, Executive Chairman, Centre for
Agricultural and Regional Economics

Conference Wrap-up from the Chair:
Craig Mathisen, Regional Director - South
East Region, QLD Department of Primary
Industries and Fisheries

Close of Conference

The UNIVERSITY
of NEWCASTLE

AUSTRALIA

Mensheds v
Australia

An Australian Government Initiative

Australian Regional Economies Conference 2007
Friday 4 May
0830 Conference Registration & Coffee
0900 Welcome & Introduction from the Chair:
Craig Mathisen, Regional Director - South
East Region, QLD Department of Primary
Industries and Fisheries
0905 What are the challenges being faced by
regional businesses compared to their
metropolitan cousins... and what has
happened to the recommendations of The
Keniry Report since it's 2003 release?
Dr John Keniry
0935  Questions and Discussion
0945  Connecting industry, education and
community objectives - the role of TAFE
in supporting business development:
Marie Persson, Deputy Director-General,
TAFE & Community Education, NSW
Dept Education & Training
1015  Questions and Discussion
1025 Developing Creative Industries through an
economic gardening approach: Peter
Wood, Communications & Information
Manager, Arts Northern Rivers
1045  Questions and Discussion
1055 Morning Tea
1125  Session intro: Implementing programs to
‘build from within’: Craig Mathisen
1130 The Shellharbour economic gardening
experience: John Grace, Executive
Officer, lllawarra Area Consultative
Committee, and Jane Robinson,
Economic Development Manager,
Shellharbour City Council
1145  Progress on economic gardening in Port
Macquarie: Trevor Sargeant, Economic
Development Manager, Port Macquarie-
Hastings Council
Hosted by
= \J
= Bfestpac
PORT MACQUARIE .
HASTINGS Business Bank
Supported by
Department of State and
Regional Development
First for Business

MEW EHGLAND INSTITUTE
HORTHCOAST INSTITUTE

Ausindustry
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